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services be ever so great. Or, if a prince be unadvisedly
brought to offer such a commission in one hand, let him
(to save time and blood) deliver up his crown with the
other. The Romans in the height and perfection of
their government, usually sent out one of the new consuls
to be general against their most formidable enemy, and re-
called the old one, who often returned before the next
election, and according as he had merit was sent to com-
mand in some other part, which perhaps was continued to
him for a second, and sometimes a third year. . But if
Paulus ^milius,1 or Scipio2 himself, had presumed to move
the Senate to continue their commissions for life, they
certainly would have fallen a sacrifice to the jealousy of the
people. Caesar indeed (between whom and a certain general,
some of late with much discretion have made a parallel)
had his command in Gaul continued to him for five years,
and was afterwards made perpetual Dictator, that is to say,
general for life, which gave him the power and the will of
utterly destroying the Roman liberty. But in his time the
Romans were very much degenerated, and great corruptions
crept into their morals and discipline. However, we see
there still were some remains of a noble spirit among them;
for when Cassar sent to be chosen consul, notwithstanding
his absence, they decreed he should come in person, give
up his command, and jpe fere more majorum*

1 /Emilius Paulus, the celebrated Roman general, and conqueror of
Macedonia, was twice consul, and died B.C. 160. [T. S.]

y Scipio Africanus, the greatest of Roman generals and the conqueror
of Carthage, who died c. B.C. 184. [T. S,]

3 Julius Qesar "applied to the Senate to be exempted from the
usual law, and to become a candidate in his absence " (" Diet, of Greek
and Roman Biog."). This was strongly opposed ; so that to be a
candidate it was necessaiy for him '' to solicit after the custom of his
ancestors." [T. S.]

The "Examiner" seems to allude to the remarkable, and, to say the
least, imprudent, article in "The Tatler," No. 37. Such a passage,
published by so warm an adherent of Marlborough as Steele, gives
credit to Macpherson's assertion, that there really was some intention
of maintaining the Duke in power, by his influence in the army. It is
even affirmed, that under pretence his commission under the great seal
could not be superseded by the Queen's order of dismissal, it was
designed that he should assemble the troops which were in town, and
secure the court and capital. To prevent which, his commission was
superseded by another under the great seal being issued as speedily as